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FBI Probes Possible Preschool Pornography Filming 

By TED ROHRUCH and ROBERT W. STEWART. Timet Staff Writers 


Some children who have told 
authorities that they were sexually 
abused at the Virginia McMartin 
Pre-School in Manhattan Beach 
also have asserted that they were 
photographed, and the FBI is look¬ 
ing into the possibility that the 
pictures were sold as child pornog¬ 
raphy. The Times has learned. 

Although no photographs or films 
have been recovered, the childrens' 
description of lighting and cameras 
used in photographic sessions led 
authorities to conclude that the 
photographs may have been intend¬ 
ed for sale, law enforcement sources 
said Monday. 

FBI Special Agent Melvin L. 
Flohr confirmed that his agency has 
launched an investigation to deter¬ 
mine whether photographs of chil¬ 
dren performing sex acts were tak¬ 
en for purposes of interstate 
distribution. But Flohr declined to 
discuss the federal investigation. 

The separate Manhattan Beach 
police probe into allegations of on¬ 
going sexual abuse at the preschool 
has broadened beyond the activities 
of the seven persons, including five 
teachers, who were indicted by the 


county grand jury last week on 115 
counts of molesting children at the 
school, investigators confirmed 
Monday. 

Police now are investigating 
charges that additional suspects 
may have victimized the students, 
some as young as 2. in private 
homes. Manhattan Beach police Sgt. 
Jim Noble said. 

•'It is alleged that some of the 
activities took place off the campus 
(of the preschool).” Noble said. 

"We don't know how many sus¬ 
pects there are,” he said. “We do 
know that there are other people 
who own the houses where the 
children were taken, but we still 
don't know if they were involved.” 

Perhaps 100 Children 

Three weeks ago, Manhattan 
Beach police and district attorney's 
investigators using warrants 
searched 11 locations in five cities as 
part of their ongoing investigation. 
Except for the Manhattan Beach 
school, all of the locations—in Man¬ 
hattan Beach. Torrance. Rowland 
Heights, Newport Beach and Can¬ 
yon Lake in Riverside County— 


were residences. 

The grand jury indictments ac¬ 
cused the seven preschool workers 
of molesting 18 children, but Dist. 
Atty. Robert H. Philibosian said 
that as many as 100 children may 
have been abused by school work - 
ers during the last 10 years. 

The 18 youngsters who appeared 
before the grand jury are believed to 
be victims of rape, sodomy, oral 
copulation and fondling, the district 
attorney said. 

Those indicted included Virginia 
McMartin, 76. owner of the 30- 
year-old school, who was charged 
with a single molestation count; her 
daughter. Peggy McMartin Buckey. 
57. charged with 15 counts; Ray¬ 
mond Charles Buckey. 25. McMar- 
lin's grandson, charged with 75 
counts, and Peggy Ann Buckey. 28. 
McMartin's granddaughter, who 
faces a single count. Also indicted 
were Babette Spiller. 36. charged 
with six counts; Betty Raidor. 64. 
who faces 12 counts, and Mary Ann 
Jackson. 56. charged with five 
counts. All but McMartin taught at 
the school in recent years. 

Peggy McMartin Buckey re¬ 


mained in the custody of the Los 
Angeles County Sheriffs Depart¬ 
ment in lieu of S350.000 bail, Raidor 
was jailed in lieu of S250.000 bail and 
Raymond Charles Buckey was held 
in lieu of $1 million bail. The other 
defendants posted bail and were 
released, authorities said. 

To Fight Release 

The district attorney's office, it 
was learned, is preparing to argue in 
court papers that Raymond Charles 
Buckey should not be allowed to 
post bail unless he can convince a 
judge that no part of his bail money 
came from the sale of child pornog¬ 
raphy. 

The district attorney will cite a 
California law, usually applied to 
narcotics, dealers, which slates that 
"no bail bond shall be accepted 
unless the judge (is) convinced that 
no portion of (it) was feloniously 
obtained." sources said. 

The district attorney's office is 
also expected to argue that Buckey 
should not be freed under any 
circumstances pending trial because 
his mere presence on the streets 
could intimidate his alleged victims. 


Meanwhile. Los Angeles County 
Supervisor Deane Dana announced 
that he will call today for the 
formation of a 15-member task 
force to examine the state licensing 
procedures for preschools. Com¬ 
posed of law enforcement officials, 
parents, child abuse experts and 
mental health authorities, the task 
force would suggest potential legis¬ 
lative actions to lighten licensing 
requirements. Dana deputy Dennis 
Morefield said. 

Morefield said Dana's decision to 
call for the task force followed 
several meetings over the past 
several months with parents of 
McMartin Pre-School students and 
with child-abuse experts. 

"The mere existence of these 
allegations demand that every ac¬ 
tion be taken to dramatically and 
sensibly reform preschool licensing 
procedures to assure that our chil¬ 
dren are never again subjected to 
the horrors alleged in Manhattan 
Beach," said Dana, in whose district 
the now-closed preschool is located. 

Currently, preschools are li¬ 
censed by the state Department of 
Social Services, which investigates 


the backgrounds of operators and 
teachers before approving a license. 
Lawrence Bolton, assistant chief 
counsel for the department, said the 
McMartin school was given its last 
three-year license in 1981. 

Allegations of possible wrongdo¬ 
ing first surfaced last September, 
when a mother reported to Manhai - 
tan Beach police that her 2-year- 
old son had been molested. In an 
affidavit in support of a request for a 
warrant to search the home of 
Raymond Charles Buckey. whom 
the child named as his assailant, 
police Detective Jane Hoag said she 
believed that Buckey had molested, 
sodomized and engaged in oral 
copulation with the toddler. 

Buckey was arrested and released 
on $15,000 bail. But police later 
determined that there was insuffi¬ 
cient evidence to prosecute Buckey 
and his bail money was refunded. 

After the release, however, other 
parents came forward to report 
additional alleged molestations— 
and parents began pulling their 
children out of the school, which 
closed its doors in February just 
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before state officials temporarily suspended 
its license. 

Earlier this year, the grand jury heard the 
testimony of the parade of young students, 
and last week issued its indictments. The 
seven defendants are scheduled to be ar¬ 
raigned April 6. 

Besides the criminal charges, several de¬ 
fendants also face nearly two dozen of civil 
suits filed by parents whose children alleged¬ 
ly were molested and assaulted at the school. 



